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Unofficial translation 

PREAMBLE 

We, the people of Nepal, in exercise of the sovereign powers inherent in us,  

Embracing the sovereign right of the people and the right to autonomy and self -

rule, by maintaining Nepalõs independence, sovereignty, geographical integrity, 

national unity, freedom and dignity,  

Remembering the glorious history of historical peoplesõ movements and armed 

struggles time and again and the sacrifice made by people for national interest, 

democracy, progressive change, and recognizing the martyrs, the disappeared 

citizens and the victims,    

Ending all forms of discriminations and oppression created by the feudal, 

autocratic, centralized and unitary system,  

Embracing multi -caste, multi -lingual, multi -cultural and diverse geog raphical 

specificities, by ending discriminations  relating to class, caste, region, language, 

religion and gender discrimination including all forms of racial untouchability, in 

order to protect and promote unity in diversity, social and cultural solidari ty, 

tolerance and harmonious attitudes, we also express our determination to create 

an egalitarian society on the basis of the principles of proportional inclusion and 

participation, to ensure equitable economy, prosperity and social justice,  

Expressing commitment to create the bases of socialism by adopting democratic 

norms and values, including peoples' competitive multi -party democratic 

governance system, civil liberty, fundamental rights, human rights, adult franchise, 

periodic elections, complete press freedom and an independent, impartial and 

competent judiciary, and the concept of rule of law,  

NOW THEREFORE, in order to fulfill the aspirations for perpetual  peace, good 

governance, development and prosperity through the medium of federal 

democratic re publican system of governance, hereby promulgate this C onstitution 

through the Constituent Assembly.  
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PART 1 

Preliminary  

1.  Constitution as the fundamental law:  (1) This constitution is the 
fundamental law of Nepal. All laws inconsistent with this consti tution shall, to 
the extent of such inconsistency, be void.  

(2) It shall be the duty of every person to uphold this constitution.  

2.  Sovereignty and state authority:  The sovereignty and state authority of 
Nepal are vested in Nepali people. The use of whic h shall be as provided for in 
this constitution.  

3.  Nation:  Having multi -ethnic, multi -lingual, multi -religious, multi -cultural 
characteristics with common aspirations of people living in diverse 
geographical regions, and being committed to and united by a  bond of 
allegiance to national independence, territorial  integrity, national interest 
and prosperity of Nepal, all the Nepali people collectively constitute the 
nation.  

4.  State of Nepal: (1) Nepal is an independent, indivisible, sovereign, secular, 
inclusive democratic , socialism-oriented federal democratic republican state . 

Explanation: For the purpose of this article, 'secular' means protection of 
religion and culture being practiced since ancient times and religious and 
cultural freedom.  

(2) The territ ory of Nepal shall comprise:  

(a) the territory existing at the commencement of this constitution, 
and 

(b) such other territory as may be acquired after the commencement 
of this constitution.  

5.  National interest :   Independence, sovereignty, territorial  int egrity, 
nationality, autonomy, self-respect, protection of rights and interests of 
Nepali people,  protection of boundaries, and economic progress and 
prosperity, shall be the fundamental subjects of Nepalõs national interest.  

(2) Act and character against  national interest shall be punishable by  
Federal law. 

6.  Language of the nation :  All the mother tongues spoken in Nepal shall be the 
national language.  

7.  Language of official transaction : (1) The Nepali language written in 
Devanagiri  script shall be the  language of official business in Nepal.  

(2) In addition to Nepali language, a province shall select one or more 
national language that is spoken by majority of people in that province 
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as the language of official business, as provided for by the provincial  
law.   

(3) Other matters concerning language shall be as decided by the 
Government of Nepal on the recommendation of the Language 
Commission. 

8.  National flag :  (1) The national flag of Nepal, consists of two juxtaposed 
triangular figures with a crimson colored base and deep blue borders, there 
being a white emblem of the crescent moon with eight rays visible out of 
sixteen in the upper part and a white emblem of a twelve rayed sun in the 
lower part.    

(2) The method of drawing the flag and other particul ars relating thereto 
shall be as set out in Schedule-1.   

9.  National anthem , etc . : (1) The national anthem of Nepal shall be as set out in 
Schedule-2. 

(2) The coat-of-arms of Nepal shall be shall be as set out in Schedule-3. 

(3) The Rhododendron Arboreum is the national flower, Crimson is the 
national color, the cow is the national animal and the Lophophorus is 
the national bird of Nepal.  

 



Constitution of Nepal 2015, Unofficial English Translation 
 

- 3 - 

 

PART 2 

Citizenship  

10.  Citizenship not to be denied : (1) No Nepali citizen shall be denied the right 
to acquire cit izenship.  

(2) There shall be a provision of single federal citizenship with  provincial 
identity  in Nepal. 

11.  Nepali citizen  to be deemed : (1) The persons who have acquired citizenship 
of Nepal at the commencement of this Constitution and the persons who are 
eligible to acquire citizenship of Nepal under this Part shall be deemed to be 
the citizens of Nepal.     

 (2) The following persons who have their permanent domicile in Nepal shall be 
deemed to be citizens of Nepal by descent: -  

(a) A person who has acquired the citizenship of Nepal by descent before 
the commencement of this constitution.  

(b) Any person whose father or mother was a citizen of Nepal at the birth 
of such a person. 

(3) A child of a citizen who has acquired citizenship of Nepal by birth be fore the 
commencement of this Constitution shall, if his/her father and mother both 
are the citizens of Nepal, shall be entitled to Nepali citizenship by descent 
upon his/her attaining the age of majority.  

(4) Every child found in Nepal whereabouts of whose paternity and maternity  is 
not known shall, until the mother or father is traced, be deemed a citizen of 
Nepal by descent. 

(5) A person born to a Nepali citizen mother and having his/her domicile in 
Nepal but whose father is not traced , shall be conferr ed the  Nepali 
citizenship by descent.     

Provided that in case his/her father is found to be a foreigner, the citizenship of 
such a person shall be converted to naturalized citizenship according to  the Federal 
law. 

(6) If a foreign woman married to a Nepa li citizen so wishes, she may acquire 
naturalized citizenship of Nepal as provided for in a Federal law.  

(7) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Article, in case of a 
person born to Nepali woman citizen married to a foreign citizen, he/sh e 
may acquire naturalized citizenship of Nepal as provided for by a Federal 
law if he/she is having the permanent domicile in Nepal and he/she has not 
acquired citizenship of the foreign country . 
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Provided that if his/her father and mother both are the citi zen of Nepal at the time 
of acquisition of the citizenship, he/she, if born in Nepal, may acquire citizenship 
by descent. 

(8) Except provided for in this Article, Government of Nepal may confer 
naturalized citizenship of Nepal according to  Federal law. 

(9) Government of Nepal may confer honorary citizenship according to  
Federal law. 

(10) In case any area is annexed into Nepal by merger, the persons having 
domicile in such area shall be citizens of Nepal subject to a Federal 
law. 

12.  Citizenship based on Des cent and with Gender Identity : The person who is 
entitled to the citizenship of Nepal by descent may obtain the citizenship 
certificate of Nepal from name of his/her mother or father along with gender 
identity.  

13.  Acquisition, Requisition and Termination of Citizenship:  Other provisions as 
to acquisition, requisition and termination of citizenship shall be as provided 
for in a Federal law. 

14. Non-residential citizenship may be conferred : The person who has acquired 
citizenship of a foreign country and res iding in a country other than the 
country which is a member of the South Asian Association of Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) and who or whose father or mother, grandfather or 
grandmother was a citizen of Nepal by descent or birth  and later on has 
acquired ci tizenship of the foreign country , may be conferred with the non -
residential citizenship of Nepal entitling him/her to the economic, social and 
cultural rights as provided for in a Federal law.  

15.  Other Provis ions as to Citizenship of Nepal:  Record shall be maintained of 
each citizen  of Nepal along with his/her identity , and other provisions as to 
citizenship shall be as provided for in the  Federal law.  
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PART 3 

Fundamental Rights and Duties  

16. Right to live with dignity : (1) Each person shall have the rig ht to live with 
dignity.  

(2) No law shall be made for capital punishment.  

17. Right to Freedom : (1) Except as provided for by law no person shall be 
deprived of her/his personal liberty .  

(2) Every citizen shall have the following freedom s:  

(a) freedom of  opinion and expression, 

(b) freedom to assemble peacefully and without arms,  

(c) freedom to form political party,  

(d) freedom to form unions and associations,  

(e) freedom to move and reside in any part of Nepal; and  

(f)  freedom to engage in any occupation   or be engaged in 
employment, establish and operate industry , trade  and business 
in any part of Nepal .    

Provided that,  

(1) Nothing in section (a) shall be deemed to prevent the making of an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may und ermine the 
nationality, sovereignty, independence and indivisibility of Nepal, or federal 
units, or jeopardizes the harmonious relations subsisting among the people 
of various caste, ethnicity, religion, or communities, or incites racial 
discrimination, or  untouchability, or disrespects labor, or any act of 
defamation, or contempt of court, or an incitement of offence, or is 
contrary to decent public behavior or morality.         

(2) Nothing in section (b) shall be deemed to prevent the making of an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may undermine the 
nationality, sovereignty, independence and indivisibility of Nepal, or 
jeopardize the harmonious relations between federal units, or public law 
and order situation.  

(3) Nothing in section (c) shall be deemed to prevent the making of an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may undermine the 
nationality, sovereignty, indivisibility or Nepal, or an act of espionage 
against the nation, or disclosing national secrets, or helping foreign state or 
organization that may jeopardize Nepalõ security, or an act of treason,  or 
an act that undermines the harmonious relations subsisting between federal 
units, or instigates communal animosity, or jeopardizes the harmonious 
relations subsisting among different caste, ethnicity, religious groups and 
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communities, or an act of acquiring or depriving the membership of a 
political party only on the grounds of caste, language, religion, community 
or gender, or the formation of a political party tha t creates discrimination 
against citizens, or an act that incites violence, or is contrary to decent 
public behavior .  

(4) Nothing in section (d) shall be deemed to prevent the making of an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may undermi ne the  
nationality, sovereignty, indivisibility or Nepal, or an act of espionage 
against the nation, or disclosing national secrets, or helping foreign state or 
organization that may jeopardize Nepalõ security, or an act of treason,  or 
an act that underm ines the harmonious relations subsisting between federal 
units, or instigates communal animosity, or jeopardizes the harmonious 
relations subsisting among different caste groups, ethnicity, religious groups 
and communities, or an incitement of  violence, o r an act which is contrary 
to public morality.  

(5) Nothing in section (e) shall be deemed to prevent the making of an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may undermine the interest 
of the general public, or the good relations between fed eral units, or the 
harmonious relations subsisting among various caste groups, ethnicity, 
religious groups or communities, or an act of committing crime or violence, 
or inciting such acts.  

(6) Nothing in section (f) shall be deemed to prevent the making o f an Act to 
impose reasonable restrictions on any act which may undermine the good 
relations between federal units, or restricting an act which may have 
negative impact on public health, decent behavior and morality, or the 
particular industries, trade , business or services which only the state may 
engage in, or setting conditions or eligibility to engage in industries, trade, 
business, livelihoods or occupation.   

18. Right to equality : (1) All ci tizens shall be equal before  law. No person shall 
be denied the equal protection of law . 

(2) There shall be no discrimination in the application of general laws on the 
grounds of origin, religion,  race, caste, tribe, sex, physical conditions, 
disability ,  health conditi on, matrimonial status, pregnancy, economic 
condition, language or geographical region, or ideology or any other  such 
grounds.   

(3) The state shall not discriminate among citizens on grounds of origin, 
religion, race, caste, tribe, sex, economic condition, language or 
geographical region, ideology and  such other matters.     

Provided that nothing shall be deemed to bar the making of special provisions by 
law for the protection, empowerment or advancement of the women lagging 
behind socially and culturally, Dalits, Adibasi, Madhesi, Tharus, Muslims, oppressed 
class, backward communities, minorities, marginalized groups, peasants, laborers, 
youths, chi ldren, senior citizens, sexual minorities, persons with disability, 
pregnant, incapacitated and the helpless  persons, and of the citizens who belong to  
backward regions and financially deprived citizens including the Khas Arya.   
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Explanation :  With reference to this Part and Part 4, òfinancially deprivedó means 
the person having the income less than prescribed in the  Federal law.  

(4) There shall not be any gender discriminations regarding remuneration for 
the same work and social security.  

(5) There shall be no gender discrimination regarding the right to parental 
property with regard to all family members.     

19. Right to  communication : (1) T here shall be no prior censorship of 
publications and broadcasting, or information dissemination, or printing of 
any news item, editorial, article, feature, or other reading material, or the 
use of audio-visual material by any medium, including electronic publication, 
broadcasting and printing.   

Provided that nothing shall be deemed to prevent the making of laws to 
impose reasonable restriction on any act which may undermine the 
nationality, sovereignty, and indivisibility of Nepal, or the good relations 
between federal units, or jeopardizes the harmonious relations subsisting 
among different caste groups and tribes, or communities, or an act of 
treason, or defamation of social dignity of individuals through the publication 
and dissemination of false material, or  contemp t of court, or material that 
incites criminal offence, or an act that is contrary to decent public behavior 
and morality, or disrespects labor, or incites untouchability or gender 
discriminations.   

(2) If there is any broadcasting, publishing or printing,  or dissemination of 
news, article, editorial, feature, or other material through the medium 
of electronic equipment or the use of visuals or audio -visuals, no radio, 
television, online publication or any kind of digital or electronic 
equipment, or press, or other kind of media outlet, shall be closed, 
seized, or their registration cancelled for publishing, or transmitting, or 
broadcasting such material.    

Provided that nothing in this clause shall be deemed to prevent the making of Acts 
to regulate radio,  television, online or the use of any other kind of digital or 
electronic equipment, printing press or other medium of communication.     

(3) No means of communication including the press, electronic broadcasting 
and telephone shall be obstructed except in  accordance with law.  

20. Right to  Justice :  (1) No person shall be detained without being informed of 
the ground for such an arrest.  

(2) The person who is arrested shall have the right to consult a legal 
practitioner of her/his choice and be defended fro m the time of arrest. 
The consultations held with the legal practitioner and the advice given 
thereon shall remain confidential.  

Provided that t his clause shall not apply to a citizen of an enemy state.  

Explanation :  For the use of this clause òlegal practitioneró shall mean a person 
who has the legal right to represent any person in any court  or office . 
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(3) Every person who is arrested shall be produced before a judicial 
authority within a period of twenty -four hours after such arrest, 
excluding the time n ecessary for the journey from the time and place 
of arrest to such authority, and the arrested person shall not be 
detained in custody beyond the said period except on the order of such 
authority.      

Provided that  this clause shall not apply to a person in preventive detention or to a 
citizen of an enemy state.  

(4) No person shall be punished for an act which was not punishable by law 
when the act was committed, and no person shall be subjected to a 
punishment greater than that prescribed by law at the ti me of the 
offence.  

(5) No person accused of any offence shall be assumed to be an offender 
until proven guilty.  

(6) No person shall be prosecuted or punished for the same offence in a 
court of law more than once.  

(7) No person accused of any offence shall be compelled to be a witness 
against herself/himself.  

(8) Every person undergoing trial shall have the right to be informed about 
the proceedings of the trial.  

(9) Every person shall be entitled to a fair hearing from an impartial, 
independent and compete nt court or judicial authority.  

(10) An indigent person shall have the right to free legal aid as provided for 
by law.       

21. Right of victim of crime : (1) The victim of crime shall have the right to be 
informed about the investigation and proceedings o f the case regarding 
his/her victimization.  

(2) The victim of crime shall have the right to social rehabilitation and 
justice with compensation as provided for by law.  

22. Right against torture:   (1) No person in detention shall be subjected to 
physical or mental torture, or be treated in a cruel, inhuman or degrading 
manner. 

(2) Any such act pursuant to clause (1) shall be punishable by law and a 
victim of such an act shall have the right to compensation as provided for 
by law.  
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23. Right against preventiv e detention :  (1) No person shall be held under 
preventive detention unless there is sufficient ground to believe that there 
exits an immediate threat to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Nepal  
or public peace and order.    

(2) Family member or close relative of the person in preventive detention 
pursuant to clause (1) shall have to be immediately informed about 
his/her condition as provided for by law.  

Provided that this clause shall not be applicable to a citizen of an enemy state.  

(3) If an official is found to have held any person under preventive detention 
against the law and with malicious intention, such person shall be 
entitled for compensation as per the law.  

24. Right against untouchability and discrimination : (1)  No person shall be 
tre ated with any kind of untouchability or discrimination in any private or 
public place on grounds of caste, ethnicity, origin, community, occupation, or 
physical condition.   

(2) No person belonging to a particular caste or ethnicity shall be prevented 
from buying an object or getting services or facilities in the process of 
production of such objects or in the   distribution or delivery of services, 
or no such objects shall be sold to, or facilities or services distributed or 
delivered to persons belonging to a particular caste or ethnicity only.  

(3) Racial discriminations shall not be encouraged in any way, or there shall 
not be any behavioral attitude to exhibit high or low status on grounds of 
a particular caste, ethnicity or community, or physical condi tion of a 
person, or there shall not be any behavioral attitude that justifies social 
discrimination based on caste, ethnicity, or untouchability, or 
encouragement for the propagation of attitudes based on caste 
superiority and untouchability, or hatred.  

(4) There shall not be any racial discrimination in the workplace by indulging 
or not indulging in untouchability.  

(5) All forms of untouchability or discrimination contrary to this provision 
shall be punishable by law as a serious social crime, and the v ictim of 
such an act shall have the right to compensation as provided for by law.  

25. Right to property : (1) Every citizen shall, subject to laws, have the right to 
acquire, enjoy own, sell, have professional gains, and otherwise utilize, or 
dispose of property.  

Explanation:  For the purpose of this Article, òpropertyó means all type of movable 
and immovable property and the word also includes intellectual property.  

Provided that the state may impose tax on property and income of a person 
according to the norms of progressive tax.     

(2) The State shall not, except in the public interest, acquire, requisition, 
or create any encumbrance on the property of any person.  
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Provided that this clause shall not be applicable to property acquired through 
illegal means.   

(3) In the case when the land of a person is acquisitioned by the State 
according to clause (2), the basis of compensation and the relevant 
procedure shall be as prescribed by Act. 

(4) The provisions of clauses (2) and (3) shall not obstruct the state in  
carrying out land reforms, management and regulation by law in order to 
increase the production and productivity of land, modernize the 
agriculture and make it professional, environment protection and 
managed housing and urban development.  

(5) In case the state has acquired property of any person for public interest  
pursuant to clause (3 ), there shall be no hindrance to use such property 
for any other public interest, other than the public interest for which it 
has been acquired.    

26. Right to religious  freedom : (1) Each person shall be free to profess, practice, 
and preserve his/her religion according to his/her faith .  

(2) Every religious denomination shall, maintaining its independent 
existence, have the right to manage and protect its religious place s and 
religious trusts in accordance with law.  

Provided that it shall not be deemed to have hindered to make law to operate and 
protect a religious place or religious trust and to manage trust property and 
regulate land management. 

(3) While exercising the  right as provided for by this Article, no perso n shall 
act or make others act in a manner which is contrary to public health, 
decency and morality, or behave or act or make others act to disturb 
public law and order situation, or convert a person of one r eligion to 
another religion, or disturb the religion of other people. Such an act shall 
be punishable by law.    

27. Right to information : Every citizen shall have the right to seek information on 
any matters of concern to her/him  or the public.  

Provided that nothing shall be deemed to compel any person to provide 
information about which confidentiality is to be maintained according to law . 

28. Right to privacy : Except in circumstances provided by law, privacy in relation 
to the person, and their residence,  property, documents, records, statistics 
and correspondence, and their reputation are inviolable.   

29. Right against exploitation : (1) Every person shall have the right against 
exploitation.  

(2) No person shall be subjected to any kind of exploitation on  the basis of 
religion, custom, tradition, culture, practices or any other bases.  
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(3) No person shall be subjected to human trafficking or bonded labor, and 
such an act shall be punishable by law.  

(4) No person shall be subjected to forced labor. 

Provided that nothing in this clause shall prevent the enactment of a law requiring 
citizens to be engaged in compulsory service for public purposes.  

(5) Any act contrary to clause (3) and (4) shall be punishable by law and the 
victim of such an act shall have the right to compensation from the 
perpetrator.  

30. Right regarding clean environment : (1) Each person shall have the right to 
live in a healthy and clean environment.  

(2) The victim of environmental pollution and degradation shall have the 
right to be compens ated by the pollutant as provided for by law.  

(3) Provided that this Article shall not be deemed to obstruct the making of 
required legal provisions to strike a balance between environment and 
development for the use of national development works.  

31. Right  to  education : (1) Every citizen shall have the right to access to basic 
education.  

(2) Every citizen shall have the right to compulsory and free basic education, 
and free education up to the secondary level.  

(3) The physically impaired and citizens who are financi ally poor shall have 
the right to free higher education as provided for in law.  

(4) The visually impaired person shall have the right to free education with 
the medium of brail script . 

(5) Every Nepali community living in Nepal shall have the ri ght to acquire 
education in its mother tongue up to the secondary level, and the right 
to open and run schools and educational institutions as provided for by 
law.  

32. Right to  language and culture : (1) Each person and community shall have the 
right to us e their language.  

(2) Every person and community shall have the right to participate in the 
cultural life of its community.  

(3) Each community living in Nepal shall have the right to preserve and 
promote its language, script, culture, cultural civilization  and heritage.  

33. Right to  employment : (1) Every citizen shall have the right to employment.  
Terms and conditions of employment and unemployment benefits shall be as 
determined by Federal law.  

(2) Every citizen shall have the right to select  employment.  
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34. Right regarding labor :  (1) Every laborer  shall have the right to proper work 
practices.  

Explanation:  For the purpose of this Article, " laborer " means a worker or laborer  who 
offers  physical or mental work for an employer for remuneration.  

(2) Every laborer shall have the right to appropriate remuneration, facilities 
and contribution -based social security.  

(3) Every laborer  shall have the right to form trade union, participate in it, 
and organize collective bargaining.   

35. Right to health  care :  (1) Every citizen shall have the right to seek basic 
health care services from the state and no citizen shall be deprived of 
emergency health care.  

(2) Each person shall have the right to be informed about his/her health 
condition with regard to health care ser vices.  

(3) Each person shall have equal access to health care. 

(4) Each citizen shall have the right to access to clean water and hygiene.  

36. Right to food : (1) Each citizen shall have the right to food.  

(2) Every citizen shall have the right to be prote cted from a state of 
starvation, resulting from lack of food stuffs.  

(3) Every citizen shall have the right to food sovereignty as provided for in 
law.  

37. Right to housing : (1) Each citizen shall have the right to appropriate housing.  

(2) No citizen shall  be evicted from the housing owned by him/her, or 
encroached on the housing, except in accordance with law.  

38. Right of women : (1) Every woman shall have equal right to lineage without any 
gender discriminations.  

(2) Every woman shall have the right relat ing to safe motherhood and 
reproductive health .    

(3) There shall not be any physical, mental, sexual or psychological or any 
other kind of violence against women, or any kind of oppression based on 
religious, social and cultural tradition, and other prac tices. Such an act 
shall be punishable by law and the victim shall have the right to be 
compensation as provided for in law.   

(4) Women shall have the right to access participate in all state structures 
and bodies on the basis of the principle of proporti onal inclusion.  

(5) Women shall have the right to special opportunity in the spheres of 
education, health, employment and social security  on the basis of 
positive discrimination.   
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(6) Both the spouses shall have equal rights in property and family affairs  

39. Right of children :   (1) Each child shall have the right to his/her identity with 
the family name, and birth registration.  

(2) Every child shall have the right to education, health care nurturing, 
appropriate upbringing, sports, recreation and overall  personality 
development from family and the State.  

(3) Every child shall have the right to formative child development, and child 
participation.  

(4) No child shall be employed in factories, mines, or in any other hazardous 
works. 

(5) No child shall be subjected to child marriage, illegal trafficking, 
kidnapping, or being held hostage.  

(6) No child shall be subjected to recruitment or any kind of use in the army, 
police or armed groups, neglected, or used immorally, or abused 
physically, mentally, or sexua lly, or exploited through any other means, 
in the name of religious or cultural practices.  

(7) No child shall be subjected to physical, mental, or any other forms of 
torture at home, in school, or in any other places or situations.  

(8) Every child shall have the right to child friendly justice.  

(9) Children who are helpless, orphaned, physically impaired, victims of 
conflict and vulnerable, shall have the right to special protection and 
facilities from the State.  

(10) Any act contrary to Clause (4), (5), (6 ) and (7) shall be punishable by law, 
and children who have suffered from such an act shall have the right to 
be compensated by the perpetrator as provided for in law.  

40. Right of Dalits : (1) Dalit shall have the right to participate in all agencies of 
the state based on the principle of proportional  inclusion.  There shall be 
special legal provision of empowerment, representation, and participation of 
Dalit community for employment in other area also including the public 
service.  

(2) Provisions of free education with scholarships shall be made for Dalit 
students from the primary to higher level of education as provided for in 
law. Special provision shall be made in law for Dalits to pursue higher 
education in technical and professional subjects.  

(3) In order to provide health care and social security to Dalit community, 
special arrangements shall be made in accordance with law.  

(4) Dalit community shall have the right to use, preserve and develop their 
traditional occupation, knowledge, skill and technolog y. The State shall 
give priority to modern profession of Dalits in relation to their traditional 
occupation, by providing them with necessary skill and resources.  
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(5) The State shall, according to law,  provide land to landless Dalits for one 
time.  

(6) The State shall, according to law,  make housing arrangements for Dalits 
who do not have housing of their own . 

(7) The facilities provided to the Dalit community according to this Article, 
shall have to be justly distributed to Dalit women and men and all the 
Dalit communities living in different parts of the country, ensuring that 
all Dalits receive the facilities proportionally.    

41. Right of senior citizens : Senior citizens shall have the right to special 
protection and social security from the State.  

42. Right to social justice : (1) Socially backward women, Dalits, Adibasi, 
Janajati , Adibasi Janajati , Madhesi, Tharu, minority groups, persons with 
disability, marginalized groups, Muslim, backward classes, gender and sexually 
minority groups, youths, peasant s, laborers, the oppressed and the citizens of 
backward regions, and economically poor Khas Arya shall have the right to 
employment in state structures on the basis of the principle of inclusion.   

(2) Citizens who are economically very poor and communities  on the verge of 
extinction, shall have the right to special opportunity and facilities in the 
areas of education, health, housing, employment, food and social 
security, for their protection, progress, empowerment and development.  

(3) People with physical impairment shall have the right to a dignified way 
of life and equal access to social services and facilities, along with their 
diversity identity.  

(4) Each peasant shall have the right to access to land as provided for in law 
for agricultural purposes, a long with the right to choose and preserve 
traditionally adopted and used endemic seeds and agricultural species.  

(5) The families of martyrs who sacrificed their lives in the peopleõs 
movements, armed conflicts and revolutions for a democratic progressive  
change in Nepal, the families of those who were disappeared, persons 
who fought for democracy, victims of conflict and the displaced, persons 
who were physically maimed, the wounded and the victims, shall have 
the right with priority, as provided for by l aw, to education, health, 
employment, housing and social security, with justice and appropriate 
respect.     

43. Right to social security: Economically poor, physically incapacitated and 
helpless person, helpless single women, persons with physical impairm ent, 
children, persons who cannot look after themselves and the citizens who 
belong to communities that are on the verge of extinction, shall have the 
right to social security as provided for by law.  

44. Right of consumers : (1) Each consumer shall have the right to quality 
foodstuffs and services.  
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(2) A person who has suffered from sub-standard object or service shall have 
the right to be compensated as provided for by law.  

45. Right against exile : No citizen shall be exiled . 

46. Right to constitutional r emedy:  There shall be right to constitutional remedy 
pursuant to  the Articles 133 or 144 in course of implementation of rights 
granted in this part.  

47. Implementation of fundamental rights :  For the enforcement of the rights 
conferred in this Part, the Sta te shall make legal provisions, as required, 
within three years of the commencement of this constitution.   

48. Duties of citizens :  Each person shall the following duties:  

(a) Protect nationality, sovereignty and integrity of Nepal by pledging 
allegiance t o the nation,  

(b) Abide by the constitution and law,  

(c) Compulsorily enlist when the state needs the service.   

(d) To protect and conserve public property.  
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PART 4 

Directive Principles, Policies and Responsibilities of the State  

49. To be the Guiding Pri nciples : (1) The Directive Principles, Policies and 
Responsibilities of the State mentioned in this Part shall remain as guidelines 
for the governance of the State.  

(2) The State shall mobilize or have it mobilized, the required resources and 
means for th e implementation of the principles, policies and 
responsibilities mentioned in this Part.   

50. Directive Principles : (1) It shall be the political objective of the State to 
strengthen a federal democratic republican system to ensure an atmosphere 
where democratic rights are exercised by a cknowledging sovereignty, 
independence and integrity of the cou ntry to be of utmost importance ; by 
protecting freedom, equality, property and all citizens through rule of law ; by 
embracing the norms and values of fundament al rights and human rights, 
gender equality, proportional inclusion, participation and social justice; and 
by maintaining a just system in all spheres of national life in order to establish 
a government system aimed at public welfare, while maintaining rel ations 
between federal units on the basis of cooperation between them, and 
internalizing the principle of inclusion in the governance system on the basis 
of local autonomy and decentralization,  

(2) It shall be the socio -cultural objective of the State to build a civilized 
and egalitarian society by ending all forms of discrimination, oppression 
and injustice based on religion, culture, cultural practices, customs, 
traditional practices, or on any other grounds; develop socio -cultural 
values based on national pride, democracy, people orientation , dignity of 
labor, entrepreneurship, discipline, dignity and tolerance, by respecting 
cultural diversity and maintaining communal harmony, solidarity and 
amity.   

(3) It shall be the economic objective of the State t o make the national 
economy self-reliant, independent, and developing it towards socialism 
oriented economy with equitable distribution  of resources and means, 
by ending all forms of economic exploitation and inequality, with 
maximum utilization of availa ble resources and means through the 
participation of cooperatives, and public and private sector for 
sustainable development, and to build an exploitation -free society by fair 
distribution of the achievements made so far.   

(4) The international relations of the State shall be directed towards 
maintaining international relations based on sovereign equality, 
protecting sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and national 
interest of the country, and promoting national prestige in the 
international c ommunity.    
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51. State policies : The State shall pursue the following policies:  

(a) Policies regarding national unity and national security :  

(1) Maintaining national unity intact by protecting  independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and autonomy of the country ; 

(2) Promoting national unity by developing relations of mutual 
cooperation between federal units by maintaining mutual 
understanding, tolerance, and solidarity among various caste, 
ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural groups and comm unities.  

(3) Management of law and order situation by developing a national 
security system.  

(4) Guaranteeing an all -round human security system.  

(5) Making the army, police, armed police and other security organs 
strong, capable, professional, inclusive and accountable to people 
on the basis of national security system.  

(6) Making citizens capable and ready for national service according to 
the need of the nation.  

(7) Utilizing the knowledge, skills and experience of the ex-
bureaucrats, army men and polic emen in an appropriate way .   

(b) Policies regarding political and governance system :      

 (1) Guaranteeing peopleõs welfare and all-round-progress through 
economic, social and cultural transformation, while d efending and 
strengthening polit ical achievements and their development.  

(2) Maintaining rule of law by protecting and practicing human rights.  

(3) Implementing international treaties and agreements to which Nepal 
is a State party.  

(4) Guaranteeing good governance by ensuring equal and easy access of 
people to services provided by the State and making public 
administration clean, competent, impartial, transparent, 
accountable and participatory.  

(5) Making necessary provisions to make the mass media clean, healthy, 
impartial ,  dignified, responsible and professional.  

(6) Expanding and developing a harmonious and cooperative relations 
between federal units through partnerships in the management of 
resources and means, administration and responsibilities.  



Constitution of Nepal 2015, Unofficial English Translation 
 

- 18 - 

(c) Policies regarding social and cultural transfo rmation :  

(1) Building a society based on harmonious social relations by 
developing a healthy and  civilized culture.  

(2) Conducting studies, research and archaeological excavations and 
dissemination of Information about them for the protection, 
maintenance and development of historical, archaeological and 
cultural heritage.   

(3) Community development by promoting local participation through 
the promotion and mobilization of creativity of local communities in 
social, cultural and charitable works.  

(4) Stressing on the development of art, literature and music that are in 
the form of national heritage  

(5) Put an end to all forms of discrimination, and injustice in the name 
of religion, culture, tradition, practices and rites.  

(6) To preserve and develop the la nguage, texts, culture, literature, 
arts motion pictures and property of different castes and 
communities, on the basis of equity, while also maintaining the 
countryõs cultural diversity. 

(7) To pursue the multi -language policy.  

(d) Policies regarding fin ance, industry  and commerce :  

(1) Strengthening national economy through the participation and free 
development of public  sector, cooperative  sector and private 
sector.  

(2) Achieving economic prosperity with the maximum utilization of 
available resources and means by stressing on the roles of private 
sector in the economy;  

(3) Promotin g cooperatives with its maximum utilization for national 
development.  

(4) Providing for regulation to maintain  fair ness, accountab ility  and 
competitive atmosphere in all activ ities of economic sector to 
promote and mobilize them for the  overall national development;  

(5) Fair distribution of the fruits  of development and available means 
and resources. 

(6) Diversifying and expanding markets for productions and services 
through th e development and expansion of industries and promotion 
of exports by  identifying the areas of comparative advantages.     

(7) Protecting consumer rights by maintaining discipline and business 
fairness by controlling anomalies and malpractices such as blac k-
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marketing, monopoly, artificial scarcity and unhealthy competition  
and making national economy competitive . 

(8) Prioritizing domestic investment based on Nepali labor, skill and raw 
material for the development of the economy of the country 
through the p rotection and promotion of national industries and 
resources and means.   

(9) According priority to domestic investment in service sector to 
promote it a competitive industry for development of national 
economy; 

(10) Encouraging and mobilizing foreign capi tal and technology 
investment for infrastructure development in the areas of export 
promotion, and import to suit national interest.  

(11) Foreign aid shall be based on national needs and priority, and it 
shall be made transparent. The amount received as f oreign aid shall 
be included in the national budget.  

(12) Utilizing the knowledge, skill, technology and ca pital of the non -
resident Nepalese for national development.  

(13) Providing mobility to economic development by establishing 
coordination among provi nces and between province and federation 
regarding industrial corridors, special economic zones, national 
projects and foreign investment projects.  

(e)  Policies regarding agriculture and land reform : 

(1) Introducing scientific land reform by ending dual ow nership of land 
for the benefit of farmers.  

(2) Increasing produce and productivity through land plotting and by 
discouraging absentee land ownership. 

(3) Protecting and promoting rights and interests of peasants and 
utilizing the land use policy for incre asing production and 
productivity of agriculture and for commercialization,  
industrializ ation, diversification and modernization  of agriculture ; 

(4) Making proper utilization of land through proper regulation and 
management on the basis of productivity of land, its nature, and 
also by maintaining environmental balance.  

(5) Making arrangements for agricultural tools and an access to market 
with appropriate price for the produce.  

 (f)  Development policy :  

(1) Formulating strategies and programs for sustainable  socio-economic 
development under regional development plans for balanced and 
inclusive regional development and to implement them  in a 
coordinated manner.  
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(2) Prioritizing under -developed regions while going for balanced, 
environment -friendly, qualitative  and sustainable physical 
infrastructure development.             

(3) Increasing the participation of local people in development process.   

(4) Promoting investment in scientific studies and research, and 
inventions in science and technology, and for thei r progress and 
development, while protecting scientific, technological and 
intellectual minds and special talents.  

(5) Developing and expanding information technology as required by the 
nation, and making its access easy and simple for the general 
public,  while also making its maximum use for national 
development.  

(6) Prioritizing poor citizens in the distribution of the fruits of 
development, and making necessary arrangements for the general 
public to have a fair share of it.  

(7) Developing an integrated  national identity management information 
system, and manage it in an integrated way for all kinds of 
information and statistics relating to citizens, and integrate it to the 
services and facilities provided by the State and the national 
development planni ng. 

(8) Updating of population statistics and affiliating it with the nationa l 
development planning.  

(g) Policy regarding the conservation, management and use of natural 
resources :  

(1) The State shall pursue a policy of conserving the natural resources 
available in the country by imbibing the norms of inter -generation 
judicious use of it and for the national interest. It shall also be 
about its sustainable use in an environmental friendly way. The 
policy shall ensure the fair distribution of the benefits g enerated by 
it by giving local people the priority and preferential rights.  

(2) The State shall pursue a policy of prioritizing national investment in 
water resources based on peopleõs participation and making a multi-
utility development of water resource s. 

(3) The State shall pursue a policy of developing and producing 
renewable energy, ensuring cheap, easily available and dependable 
supply of energy, and making an appropriate use of it to meet the 
basic needs of the citizens.  

(4) Developing a sustainable and dependable irrigation system by 
controlling water -related natural disasters with the management of 
the river systems.  
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(5) The State shall pursue a policy of making a sustainable use of 
biodiversity through the conservation and management o forests, 
fauna and flora, and by minimizing the negative impacts of 
industrialization and physical development by promoting public 
awareness on environmental cleanliness and protection.  

(6) The State shall pursue a policy of keeping necessary landmass as 
forest area in order to strike an environmental balance.  

(7) The State shall pursue a policy of adopting appropriate ways of 
minimizing or stopping negative effects  on environment if it is 
there, or if there is a possibility of such an impact on nature, 
environment, o r biodiversity.   

(8) The State shall formulate policies and enact laws on the basis of the 
principle of sustainable environment development based on pre -
warning and pre-informed agreements regarding environmental 
protection.  

(9) The State shall formulate  and pursue a policy of designing a pre -
warning system, disaster preparedness, rescue, relief works and 
rehabilitation in order to minimize the risks of natural disasters.  

(h) Policies regarding the basic needs of citizens :  

(1) Making education scientifi c, technical, professional, skill -oriented , 
and employment and people oriented in order to prepare the human 
resources to be competent, competitive, moral, and committed to 
national interest.  

(2) Increasing the investment of the State in the educational se ctor, 
and regulating and managing the investment of the private sector in 
it to make education service oriented.  

(3) Making higher education easily available, of high quality  and 
accessible, and gradually making it free.  

(4) Establishing and promoting inf ormation centers and libraries for the 
personality development of citizens.  

(5) The State shall gradually increase necessary investment in the 
public health sector in order to make citizens healthy.  

(6) Ensuring easily available and equal access to high quality health 
care for all .   

(7) Protecting and promoting Nepal's traditional medicinal system such 
as the Ayurveda, natural medicines and homeopathy; 

(8) The State shall gradually increase investment in the health sector 
and make it service oriented by reg ulating and managing the 
investment of the private sector in it.  
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(9) Gradually increase the number of health institutions and health 
workers, while emphasizing research on health in order to make 
qualitative health service available to all.  

(10) It shall b e the policy of the State to increase general life expectancy 
by decreasing maternity -infant mortality rate by encouraging family 
planning population management   based on the need and capacity 
of the country.  

(11) Developing well-planned and organized settlement areas by 
managing the unplanned settlements.   

(12) Increasing investment in the agricultural sector by making necessary 
provisions for sustainable productivity, supply, storage and security, 
while making it easily available with effective distrib ution of food 
grains by encouraging food productivity that suits the soil and 
climate conditions of the country in accordance with the norms of 
food sovereignty.  

(13) Making a well-planned supply system by ensuring equal access of 
citizens to the basic ne eds and services, and prioritizing the remote 
areas and regions that were made to lag behind.  

(14) Increasing investment in the transportation sector by ensuring 
simple, easy and equal access of all citizens to transportation 
facilities, and prioritizing e nvironment friendly technology, 
encouraging public transportation and quality private 
transportation, while also making the transportation sector safe, 
well managed and disabled friendly.   

(15) Ensuring insurance policy for citizens and making arrangement s for 
their access to health care.  

 (i)  Policies regarding labor and employment :                   

(1) Creating a condition to ensure employment for all and employment 
opportunities in the country itself by making the labor power, which 
is the main social and economic force, competent and professional.   

(2) Guaranteeing social security by ensuring the basic rights of all 
laborers in accordance with the concept of dignity of labor.  

(3) Ending child labor and all forms of labor exploitation.  

(4) Encouraging the participation of laborers in the management  by 
creating good industrial relationship between employers and 
employees. 

(5) Regulating and managing foreign employment in order to make this 
sector exploitation free, safe and well -managed to guarantee 
laborersõ right and employment. 
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(6) Encouraging the use of the capital, skill, technology and the 
experience gained in foreign employment in the productivity sector 
of the country.   

(j)  Policies regarding social justice and inclusion :    

(1) Making appropriate arrangements of livelihoods by prioritizing 
employment for single women who are in helpless conditions on the 
basis of skill, capability and merit . 

(2) Making women self reliant who are vulnerable, victims of conflict, 
excluded by family and the society,  by making necessary 
arrangements of rehabilitation, protection and empowerment for 
them.  

(3) Ensuring the use of necessary services and facilities during the 
reproductive stage  

(4) Economically evaluating the works and contribution in regard to 
child care  and care for the family.  

(5) Paying primary attention to the utmost interest of children.  

(6) Rehabilitat ion of kamaiya (bonded laborers), kamlari, haruwa, 
charuwa, haliya,  the landless and the squatters by identifying them, 
and making arrangements of housing, or providing small plot of land 
or house, employment, or arable land for their livelihoods.    

(7) Providing appropriate opportunities to youths for their contribution 
to the all -round-development of the State by increasing their 
participation in it,  through the creation of an atmosphere for them 
to use their political, economic, social and cultural rights, and also 
by providing special opportunities in educational, health and 
employment sector through their personality development for their 
empowerment and all -round-development.   

(8) Making special arrangements to ensure the rights of Adivasi 
Janajati s (indigenous ethnic groups) to lead a dignified life with 
their respective identities, and making them participate In decision 
making processes that concern them, and preserving and 
maintaining the traditional knowledge, skill, experience, culture 
and social practices of Adivasi Janajati s and local communities.  

(9) Making special arrangements for minority communities to exercise 
their social and cultura l rights by maintaining their identity.  

(10) Making special arrangements for the Madhesi community to have 
equal distribut ion of benefits of economic, social and cultural 
opportunities, and also for the protection, progress, empowerment 
and development of the very poor and backward classes within the 
Madhesi community.   



Constitution of Nepal 2015, Unofficial English Translation 
 

- 24 - 

(11) Making special provisions of protection, progress, empowerment and 
development, and the fulfillment of basic needs of the citizens of 
oppressed and backward regions.   

(12) Giving priority to the very poor within all communities, regions, and 
gender, while providing social security and social justice.  

(13) Making a well planned investment in sports and sports men and 
women in order to produce healthy, able and disciplined citizens 
and developing sports as a medium of consolidating national unity 
and promoting national prestige in the international arena.         

(14) Involving NGOs and INGOs only in the areas of national needs and 
priority, by adopting a one -door policy for the establish ment, 
endorsement, engagement, regulation and management of such 
organizations, and by making the investment and role of such 
organizations accountable and transparent.  

(k) Policies regarding justice and punishment :     

(1) Making judicial administration s wift, competent, easily available, 
economical, impartial, effective and accountable to people.  

(2) Adopting alternative methods such as reconciliation and mediation 
for the settlement of disputes of ordinary nature.  

(3) Adopting effective methods in contro lling corruption and 
irregularities in all sectors, including politics, judicial sector, 
administration and the social sector.  

(l ) Policies regarding tourism : Developing environment friendly tourism 
industry as an important basis of national economy by id entifying, 
protecting, promoting and publicizing the historical, cultural, religious, 
archaeological and natural heritage sites of the country, and prioritizing 
local people in the distribution of benefits of the tourism industry.  

(m) Policy regarding int ernational relations:  

(1) Pursuing an independent foreign policy considering national interest 
to be of utmost importance, on the basis of the UN Charter, non -
alignment, principle of Panchasheel, international law and universal 
norms, and by remaining act ive to defend the sovereignty, 
indivisibility, national independence and national interest.   

(2) Entering into treaties and agreements on the basis of equality and 
mutual interest, by reviewing past treaties.  

52. Obligation  of the Sate : It shall be the obligation  of the State to maintain 
Nepal's independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity , autonomy  of Nepal, 
protecting and promot ing fundamental rights and human rights, and to 
observe the directive principles of the State and gradually implementing the  
policies.  

53. Submitting report :  An annual report regarding the works of the government 
including the achievements made in the implementation of the directive 
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principles, policies and responsibilities mentioned in this Part, shall be 
presented to the President. The President shall make arrangements to send 
such reports to the Federal Legislature through the Prime Minister.  

54 .Provision regarding monitoring:  (1) There shall be a committee in the 
Parliament as provided for in law to monitor the progressiv e implementation 
of the directive principles, policies and responsibilities of the state as 
mentioned in this Part.  

55. Questions not to be raised in court :  No question shall be raised in any court as 
to whether any of the provisions contained in this Par t is implemented or not.     
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PART 5 

Restructuring of the State and the distribution of State power  

56. Structure  of the State :  (1) The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal shall 
have three main levels of structure : federal, provincial and local.  

(2) The State powers of Nepal shall be used by the federal, provincial and 
the local level in accordance with this constitution.  

(3) There shall be the provinces with the districts listed in Schedule-4 that 
prevail at the commencement of this Constitution in Nepal . 

(4) Under the local  level, there shall be Village C ouncil, Municipal  Council 
and District Assembly. The number of wards in a Village council and 
Municipal Council shall be as provided for in a Federal law.  

(5) Special, protected and autonomous regions m ay be created fo r socio-
cultural protection or economic development  according to  Federal law. 

(6) The Federation, provinces and local levels shall protect Nepalõs 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, autonomy, national 
interests, overall devel opment, multi -party competitive democratic 
republic and federal system of governance, human rights and 
fundamental rights, rule of law, separation of powers and check and 
balance, equitable society based on plurality and equality, and inclusive 
representat ion and identity . 

57. Distribution of State power : (1) The power of the federation shall be relating 
to the s ubjects mentioned in Schedule -5, and such authority shall be 
exercised in accordance with this Constitution and the Federal law.  

(2) The power of the province shall be relating to the s ubjects mentioned in 
Schedule-6, and the exercise of such authority shall be done in 
accordance with this Constitution and the Federal law. 

(3) The concurrent/shared power of the federation and the province shall be 
relating to the s ubjects mentioned in Schedule -7, and the exercise of 
such authority shall be done in accordance with this constitution and the 
laws made by the Federal Parliament  and Provincial Assembly.   

(4) Powers shall be vested in the local level on the matters referred to in 
Schedule-8 and such powers shall be exercised according to this 
Constitution and Federal law, provincial law and laws formulated by the 
local level.  

(5) Concurrent list of powers of the Federation, province and local level shall 
be as mentioned in Schedule-9 and exercise of such powers shall be 
according to this constitution, and Federal law, provincial law and laws 
formulated by the local level.  

(6) While making law by Provincial Assembly, village council and municipal 
council pur suant to clause (5) , they shall have to make laws w ithout 
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being inconsistent to  Federal law and if such laws formulated by 
Provincial legislature, village council and municipal council  is 
inconsistent with the Federal law, such law shall, to the extent of its 
being inconsistent , be void .  

(7) While making law by village council and municipal council pursuant to 
clause (5), they shall have to make laws w ithout being inconsistent to  
provincial  law and if such laws formulated by the village council and 
municipal council is inconsistent with the provincial  law, such law shall, 
to the extent of its being inconsistent, be void.  

58 Residual powers :  Powers relating any subject that are not mentioned in the 
list of powers of the federation, province or the local lev el entity, or in the 
concurrent/shared powers of federation and the province, or not stated in 
this Constitution, shall rest with the federation as residual powers.  

59. Use of fiscal power:  (1) The federal, provincial and the local entities shall 
enact law, make annual budget, make necessary decisions, formulate policies 
and planning, and implement them in regard to the subjects related to the 
fiscal power mentioned in their respective lost of powers.  

(2) The federation may make basic laws regarding necessary policies and 
criteria related to  the subjects included in the list of concurrent/shared 
power and in other areas of fiscal authority, which may also be 
implemented in provinces.  

(3) The federation, province and the local level entity shall make budge ts of 
their respective levels, and the budget shall be presented in accordance 
with the Federal law. 

(4) The federation, province and the local level entity shall have to make 
arrangements for equitable distribution of the benefits from the 
development of natural resources. A certain portion of such benefit, 
royalty, services or objects, shall have to be distributed in areas affected 
by projects and to the local communities as provided for by law.  

(5) When the federal, provincial and local level entity util ize natural 
resources, they shall have to give priority to local communities to make 
certain percentage of investment if they wish to do that in view of the 
nature and percentage in the investment.  

(6) The government of Nepal shall have the right to seek f oreign aid and 
loan. The economic stability of the country as a whole shall have to be 
maintained in doing so.  

(7) The management of budget deficit of the federation, province and the 
local level entity and the arrangements regarding fiscal discipline shal l 
be in accordance with Federal law. 

60. Distribution of sources of revenue :  (1) The federation, province and the 
local level entity shall impose tax on subjects within their fiscal jurisdiction 
and collect revenue from such sources.  
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Provided that with r egard to the source that are not included in the 
concurrent/shared list or in any list at any level, it shall be as determined by the 
Government of Nepal.  

(2) The Government of Nepal shall make necessary arrangements to 
equitably distribute the revenue gen erated by it from its sources, 
between the federation, province and the local level entities.  

(3) The amount of the fiscal transfer , the province and the local level 
entities are to receive shall be as recommended by the National Natural 
Resources and Fiscal Commission. 

(4) The Government of Nepal shall distribute fiscal equalization grants to 
province and local level entity on the basis of their need for expenditure, 
their capacity in generating revenue and the efforts made by them.  

(5) The province shall distribute fiscal equalization grants received from the 
Government of Nepal and the revenue generated from its sources, to the 
local level entities under it on the basis of need for their expenditures 
and their capacity to generate revenue, in accordance with provincial 
law.  

(6) The Government of Nepal shall make arrangements regarding conditional 
grants to be provided through the Federal Consolidated Fund, 
complementary grants, or the special grants for other purposes.  

(7) The distribution of revenue bet ween the federal, provincial and the local 
level entity shall be transparent.  

(8) While enacting the F ederal Act regarding revenue distribution, the 
matters that need to be included are: national policy, national needs, 
the autonomy of provinces and local level entitie s, the  service delivery of 
the provinces and local level entities and the fiscal rights given to them; 
their capacity to generate revenue ; feasibility and use of revenues;  their 
contribution to development works; regional imbalance; poverty an d 
inequality; exclusion, emergency works and the support of meet 
temporary needs.   
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PART 6 

President  and vice -President  

61. President : (1) There shall be a President in Nepal.  

(2) The President shall be the head of the State. He/she shall perform 
his/her duties according to this Constitution and Federal laws. 

(3) The President shall promote national unity of Nepal.  

(4) Compliance and protection of the constitution shall be the main duties of 
the President.  

62.  Election of the President :  (1) An electoral college, consisting of voting 
members of the Federal Parliament  and the members of Provincial Assembly, 
shall elect the President. It  shall be done as provided for in law with the 
difference of weightage in voting of  the members of the Federal Parliament  
and the members of Provincial Assembly.   

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (1), it shall not be deemed 
to prevent the formation of an electoral college for the use of the 
election of the President simply because of the reason that an electio n of 
Provincial Assembly has not been held in any province.     

(3) The person who receives majority votes of the total number of existing 
members of the Electoral College as provided for in clause (1), shall be 
elected as President.  

(4) If any candidate fails to receive majority votes according to clause (3), 
there shall be a second round of voting between the two candidates who 
receive the highest votes , and a person getting more than fifty percent 
of vote in this voting shall be elected as President. 

(5) If none of the two candidates obtain more than fifty percent of the votes 
in the voting held under clause (4), then a re -voting will be conducted. 
Any person getting the majority of votes cast in this re -voting shall be 
elected as President.  

(6) If a person who is elected to the position of the President already holds a 
political position through election, nomination, or appointment, the 
position held by such a person shall automatically become vacant.  

(7) The election of the President and other related arrangements shall be as 
provided for by law     

63. Term of  Office of  President : (1) The term of the President shall be for five 
years. 

(2) The President whose term has expired pursuant to clause (1), shall 
continue to work according to this Constitution until the newly elected 
President joins the office.   
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64. Qualifications of the President : (1) A person shall be eligible to be President 
if he/she fulfils the following qualifications:  

(a) He/she is eligible to be a member of the Federal Parliament . 

(b) He/she has attained at least 45 years of age, and  

(c) Is not ineligible by any law.  

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (1), a person who has already 
been elected President for two terms, shall not be eligible to be a Presidential 
candidate fo r the Presidential election thereafter.  

65. The circumstances in which the President  ceases to hold office : The 
President shall cease to hold office under the following circumstances:  

(a) If a written resignation is tendered to the Vice -President. 

(b) If an impeachment motion against the President is passed pursuant to 
Article 101;  

(c) If the term of office expires  

(d) If he/she dies  

66. Functions, duties and powers of the President : (1) President shall exercise 
his/her rights and duties as provided for by this constitution and Federal laws 

(2) While exercising rights under clause (1), the President shall perform all 
the works with  the consent and recommendation of the Council of 
Ministers, except in case where the works have to be performed 
expressly under the recommendation of some agency or official. Such 
consent and recommendation shall be made to the President through the 
Prime Minister. 

(3) The decision or order made in the name of the President as provided for 
by clause (2) and the certification of cre dentials in that regard, shall be 
done as specified by Federal law.  

67. Vice-President : (1) There shall be a Vice-President in Nepal.  

(2) The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President until a new 
President is elected in the case when the President ceases to hold Office 
due to reasons other than when the President is absent or the term of 
office has expired.  

(3) If a person is elected to the position of Vice -President already holds a 
political position through election, nomination or appointm ent, the 
position held by such a person shall automatically become vacant.  

68. The circumstances in which the Vice -President  ceases to hold office : The 
Vice-President shall cease to hold office under the following circumstances:  

(a) If he/she tenders a wr itten resignation to the President, 
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(b) If an impeachment motion against the Vice-President is passed pursuant 
to Article 101,  

(c) If the term of office expires, or 

(d) If he/she dies.  

69. Other provisions regarding the Vice -President :  The qualification of the Vice-
President, election process, and other provisions regarding the term of office, 
shall be similar to that of the President.  

70. President  and Vice-President  to belong to different gender  or community :  
While conducting  election of the President and Vice-President under this 
constitution, the election shall be held so as to represent different gender or 
communities.   

71.  Oath of office of the President  and Vice-President :  The President shall take 
the oath of office and secrecy before the Chief Justi ce, and, the Vice -
President before the President, as provided for by law, before assuming the 
responsibilities of the office.  

72. Remuneration and other benefits to the President  and Vice-President : The 
remuneration and other benefits to the President and Vice-President shall be 
as determined by an Act, and until such Act is made, it shall be as specified 
by the Government of Nepal.  

73.  Office  of the President  and the Vice -President :  (1) Separate offices shall be 
set up to assist the works of the President and the Vice-President. 

(2) The Government of Nepal shall provide necessary personnel and make 
other arrangements for the management of the works of the offices 
pursuant to clause (1).  
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PART 7 

Federal Executive  

74. Form of governance : The form of governan ce of Nepal shall be a multi -party, 
competitive, federal democratic republican parliamentary system based on 
plurality.  

75.  Executive Power :  (1) The executive power of Nepal shall rest with the 
Council of Ministers in accordance with this Constitution an d law.  

(2) The responsibility of providing general directives, control and 
enforcement regarding the governance system of Nepal, by adhering to 
this constitution and law, shall rest with the Council of Ministers.  

(3) The entire works relating to the federa l executive of Nepal shall be done 
in the name of the Government of Nepal.  

(4) The decision or Order and related certification of credentials as provided 
for by clause (3) shall be done according to law.  

76.  Formation  of the Council of Ministers :  (1) The President  shall appoint the 
parliamentary party leader of the political party with the majority in the 
House of Representatives as a Prime Minister, and a Council of Ministers shall 
be formed in his/her chairmanship.  

(2) If there is not a clear majority of any party according to clause (1), the 
President shall appoint as Prime Minister the member of the House of 
Representatives who can have the majority with the support of two or 
more political parties represented in the House of Representatives.   

(3) If th ere is a situation wherein it is not possible to make the appointment 
of the Prime Minister as provided for in clause (2) within 30 days of the 
final result of the election of the House of Representatives, or if the 
appointed Prime Minister, as provided fo r in clause (4), fails to receive a 
vote of confidence, the President shall appoint the leader of the party 
with the highest number of members in the House of Representatives as 
the Prime Minister.  

(4) The Prime Minister appointed according to clause (2) or (3)  shall have to 
receive the vote of confidence of the House of Representatives within  30 
days of his/her appointment . 

(5) If a Prime Minister appointed according to clause (3) fails to receive a 
vote of confidence  pursuant to clause (4) , the President  shall appoint a 
member as Prime Minister, who produces bases that he/she may win the 
vote of confidence of the House of Representatives as provided for in 
clause (2).    

(6) The Prime Minister appointed according to c lause (5) shall have to get 
the vote of confidence according to clause (4).  
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(7) If the Prime Minister appointed according to clause (5)  fails to get the 
vote of confidence or if any member fails to be appointed as Prime 
Minister, the President shall, on the recommendation of Prime Minister, 
dissolve the House of Representatives and fix a date to conduct another 
election within six months.   

(8) The procedure regarding the appointment of the Prime Minister shall 
have to be completed within 55 days after the post of the Prime Minister 
falls vacant, or the announcement of the final results of the election of 
the House of Representatives according to this Constitution.  

(9) The President shall, on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, form 
a council of ministers consisti ng of members not exceedi ng twenty five  in 
number from amon g the members of the Federal Parliament  on the basis 
of the principle of inclusion.  

Explanation: For the purpose of this Article ôministerõ stands for deputy Prime 
Minister, minister, minister of state and assistant minist er.  

(10) The Prime Minister and the ministers shall be collectively accountable to the 
Federal Parliament , and, a minister shall be personally accountable to the 
Prime Minister for the works of his/her ministry, and also to the Federal 
Parliament .  

77. Cir cumstances under which the Prime Minister  and minister ceases to hold 
office :  (1) The Prime Minister shall cease to hold office in the following 
circumstances|  

(a) If he/she tenders written resignation to the President, 

(b) If a vote of confidence fails to  be approved according to Article 
(100), or a motion of no confidence is passed,  

(c) If he/she ceases to be a member of the House of Representatives,   

(d) If he/she dies.  

(2) The minister shall cease to hold office in  the following circumstances:  

(a) If he/she tenders a written resignation to the Prime Minister, 

(b) If the Prime Minister removes him/her from the post,  

(c) If the Prime Minister ceases to hold off ice according to clause (1)  
(a), (b) or (c), or   

(d) If he/she dies . 

(3) If the Prime Minister ceases to hold the office according to clause (1), 
the same council of ministers shall continue to work until another council 
of ministers is constituted.  
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Provided that, in the case of the death of the Prime Minister, the senior most 
minister shall continu e to act as Prime Minister until a new Prime Minister is 
appointed.  

78. A person to be  a minister who is not a member of the Federal Parliament :  
(1) Whatsoever is contained in clause (9) of Article (76 ),  the President may, 
on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, appoint deputy Prime Minister, 
minister, minister of state, assistant minister, who is not a member of the 
Federal Parliament .    

(2) The minister appointed according to clause (1) shall have to receive 
membership of the Federal Parliament  with in six months of taking oath 
of office.  

(3) If the minister fails to get the membership of the Federal Parliament  
according to clause (2), the minister shall not be eligible for 
reappointment as minister during the tenure of the existing House of 
Representatives.   

(4) Whatever may be contained in clause (1), a person who has lost election 
in the election of the existing House of Representatives, shall not be 
eligible to be a minister according to clause (1), during the tenure of the 
existing House of Representatives.   

79. The remuneration and other benefits to the Prime Minister , deputy Prime 
Minister , minister, state minister and assistant minister:  The remuneration 
and benefits to the Prime Minister, deputy Prime Minister, minister, state 
minister, and a ssistant minister shall be as provided for by Federal Act. Until 
such an Act is formulated, it shall be as determined by the Government of 
Nepal.   

80. Oath of office :  The Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and minister 
shall take t he oath of office  and secrecy before the President, and, the state 
minister and assistant minister before  the Prime Minister according to Federal 
law. 

81. The President  to be informed : The Prime Minister shall inform the President 
about the following:  

(a) The decision of t he Council of Ministers,  

(b) The Bill to be presented before the Federal Parliament , 

(c) If the President asks for other information relating to Part (a) and (b), 
the other information shall be provided.    

(d) Contemporary situations of the country and su bjects relating to foreign 
affairs.  

82. The working procedure of the government of Nepal :  (1) The division of 
works and work performance of the government of Nepal shall be in 
accordance with  the regulations passed by the Government of Nepal.  




